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Message from the Chairman 

 

THE 447 WING IS THE HOST WING FOR THE óRESCHEDULEDô 

NATIONAL RCAF ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE 

OCTOBER 14-17, 2022 

 

Hello Fellow Wing Members, 

 

I hope everyone is enjoying this wonderful hot & humid start to Summer. 

 

June was a Month of Special Events 
 

June 1st , the 447 Wing celebrated its 60th Anniversary with an Anniversary Dinner in the Wing Flag Room. 

Our Guest Speaker, HooJung Kennedy, gave a captivating overview about the Korean Veterans Association 

and the upcoming Korean Veterans Monument Dedication Service that would be held at the Fairview  

Cemetery, Niagara Falls, Ontario on June 16th. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          Tribute to the Missing Airman           Korean War Veterans Monument 

                                                                                            Niagara Falls ï June 16th 

 

At the end of the evening, the 2022 Early Bird Membership was drawn. 

This yearsôlucky winner was Mr. David Upsdell. Congratulations David. 

 

June 2nd , 1952 was the Day of our Queensô Coronation.  This year marks Her Majestyôs Platinum (70th )  

Jubilee.  Queen Elizabeth II is the longest-lived, longest-reigning British monarch and the oldest, longest-

serving female Head of State in world history.  The Queen has a great fondness for the pipes.  On the evening 

of June 2nd , 2022, Pipers &Pip e Bands from around the World gathered to pay tribute to the Queen with the 

Lighting of the Beacons.  The tradition dates back to 1897 and has long been associated with celebrating major 

milestones, including Royal Jubilees, weddings and coronations.   As the sun sets and the town lights and  

beacons illuminate, individual pipers and pipe bands, wherever they may be, will play a tribute tune in her 

honour. 

This year the tune is ñDiu  Regnareò, meaning óLong Reignô. 

 

The 779 Black Knight Squadron held their Annual Review Parade at CWH earlier this month.  All Cadets 

were well turned out as this was their 1st ñin-personò parade since late 2019.   

A static display only (no March Past or Advance in Review Order), however the Squadron Drill Team did put 

on an impressive demonstration.  Congratulations to all Cadets for a job well done. 
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Your RCAFA Membership renewals were due June 30th.  If you missed the deadline, no worries, renewals will 

still be accepted to keep yourself in good standing.  Remember, there is an additional $5 late-fee penalty that 

will be added on top of the $85 membership fee.  Your contributions keep us going and by keeping your mem-

bership current, your service time will continue to accumulate towards your Service Pin.   

 

This yearsô Service Pins will be awarded to the following recipients: 

45yrs ï Aubrey Hines // 35yrs ï Ms. E.C. Macdonnell 

25yrs ï Jim Hooton // 20yrs ï Wallace Adam 

15yrs ï Robert & Brenda Wilson // 10yrs ï William Wood 

5yrs ï JoeSullivan, Hank Thorne 

 

 
            Past Pres. Jim Hooton          RD. Brenda Wilson          Mr. Robert Wilson 

     

Mr. William (Willie) Wood was presented with his 10yr pin at the Anniversary Dinner. 

 

April was Fundraising Month 

 
The Johnny Cash Tribute was a successful afternoon; 140 people attended and was well received.  

Mr. Paul Anthony and his wife Stephanie were so taken by the warmth & kindness of the 447 Wing, they  

became Members.  
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The Good Friday Fish & Chip Drive-Thru was held again this year.  This time it was for the whole day (11:30a

-7:30p).  Over 375 take-out meals were packaged up, and for every meal purchased, $1 was donation to the 

Red Cross Humanitarian Fund for the People of Ukraine.  Topped up, the 447 Wing donated $400 to the Peo-

ple of Ukraine.  Thanks to all our volunteers and special guests, City Councillor Brenda Johnson, Member of 

Parliament Daniel Muys and CHCH Weatherman Steve Ruddick who help assemble, package and deliver 

meals. 

 

 

The monthly Meat Draws will continue through July & August (July 30th& August 27th).  Our next General 

Membership Meeting is scheduled for September 24th. 

 

 The Wing patio is open again this year.  Come and enjoy a meal with a few ócold onesô after a busy day at the 

Office or daily routine.  Bottled beer, Tall Boys, other patio drinks with a full dining menu are available.   

We have a new draught on tap - Molson Ultra. 

Our Bartenders & Kitchen Staff are ready to serve you. 

 

 

Keep your eyes & ears open for all Wing announcements. 

Watch our Facebook page for upcoming events. 

The 447 Wing - Home | Facebook 
 
Respectfully Yours, 

 
Michael Cuffe 

Chairman, 447 Wing RCAFA                                                                   June 2022 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/The-447-Wing-140212226825200/
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Celebration of Life for Bjarni Tryggvason  

 

Photos and report by Gord McNulty 

About 250 members of Canadaôs aviation and space community 

gathered at the Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum on April 26 to 

celebrate the life of former astronaut, engineer, test and aerobatic 

pilot Bjarni Tryggvason. 

It was a moving occasion as colleagues, friends and family fondly 

remembered Tryggvason, who died suddenly on April 3 in London, 

ON, at age 76.   Dave Williams, physician and astronaut in two mis-

sions aboard NASA space shuttles, served as master of ceremonies. 

An array of speakers reflected the remarkable diversity of 

Tryggvasonôs lifelong accomplishments in aviation, passion for all 

kinds of aircraft and absolute love of flying.  As Williams recalled, 

Tryggvason invariably had a twinkle in his eye whenever he stepped 

into a cockpit. Tryggvason flew everything from a full-scale replica 

of the Silver Dart to the leading-edge Otto Aviation Celera 500L 

ñbullet planeò which made its first flight in 2018. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aviation fans and news media surround the Silver Dart replica, test flown by Bjarni 

Tryggvason. At Hamilton International Airport in 2009. 
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Robert Thirsk, first Canadian astronaut to make a long-duration spaceflight, described Tryggvason as ñan 

amazing individualò who was an exceptional engineer, aerodynamics expert and invaluable mentor in the as-

tronautcorps at the Canadian Space Agency.  Tryggvason was known for his candour and didnôt hesitate to 

voice his views.   In a light moment at the event, Thirsk said with a smile that ñBjarni would never be ap-

pointed an ambassador.ò 

Dave Williams, for his part, noted Tryggvason spoke up at meetings in the Johnson Space Center while other 

Canadian astronauts were reluctant to make waves in Houston. 

Tryggvason was President of the Canadian Harvard Aircraft Association in Tillsonburg and a contingent of 

CHAA members were in attendance.  Bill Shepard, interim CHAA president, remembered Bjarni on behalf of 

the CHAA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tributes were also paid by Giorgi Clementi, president of the International Test Pilot School in London, where 

Tryggvason was an instructor; Larry Ernewein, retired Air Canada Captain and longtime friend; Bill Stewart 

of MDA Space Robotics; and Brian Main of Gedex Inc. 

Bjarniôs daughter, Lauren, and son, Michael, shared emotional memories of their father. 

Hamilton aviation fans recall Tryggvasonôs 2009 test flights at Hamilton International Airport in the full-size 

Silver Dart replica built by Aerial Experiment Association 2005 Inc. volunteers to recognize the 100th anniver-

sary of the first powered flight in Canada by J.A.D. McCurdy.  The replica initially flew on February 6, 2009 

at Hamilton with Tryggvason at the controls.  After several test flights, Bjarni then flew the replica Baddeck, 

Nova Scotia later that month as people came from far and wide to watch the aircraft take flight to recreate 

McCurdyôs historic accomplishment. 

 

Bjarni Tryggvason with David New at the Harvard 80th Anniversary Fly-in in 2019 at Tillsonburg  
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In a presentation to the Canadian Aviation Historical Society that year, Tryggvason remembered the celebra-

tion as ña fabulous experience.ò He paid tribute to the AEA team, which invested about 6,000 an hours of 

work to complete the replica, assembled at Niagara Falls, ON. 

Tryggvasonôs many accomplishments were suitably recognized with his induction into Canadaôs Aviation Hall 

of Fame in 2020. 

A flypast of 10 vintage aircraft, 

including seven Harvards, pro-

vided a fitting salute as the 

Celebration of Life at the 

CWHM concluded and atten-

dees enjoyed sharing their 

memories at a reception in the 

hangar. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

3210 Homestead Drive, Mount Hope, ON L0R 1W0  

 Telephone: 289.280.0157  Email: 447winghamilton@gmail.com  

https://www.facebook.com/The - 447 - Wing - 140212226825200/  

Bjarni Tryggvason taxis the Silver Dart replica during a test flight at Hamilton International Airport 

in 2019 

Seven Harvards, part of a memorial flypast in a clouded sky, concluded the Celebration of Life for Bjarni 

Tryggvason at CWHM on April 26, 2022. 
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Thanks go out to the following people who put this great night together. 
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The 447 Wing is OPEN  

     Sunday & Monday        CLOSED 

Tuesday to Saturday   11:30am to 10:00pm 

Kitchen Hours 

Tuesday to Friday   11:30 am to 8:00pm 

Saturday   11:30am to 7:00pm 

The Wing Drift is published quarterly. If you have any articles, suggestions, etc for future editions, they 

can be sent to the 447 Wing email address (447winghamilton@gmail.com).  

 

And our Servers and Kitchen Staff 

 

Membership Renewals 

Be advised that 447 Wing Memberships expire July 01, 2022. 

PLEASE renew to keep your Wing membership current. 

If you have changed your Email address or your Home address since last renewal, PLEASE advise the Wing in 

order that records can be updated. We do not want to miss anyone at renewal time. 

Any questions on Membership renewals should be directed to me at hchodder@gmail.com or by                    

phone at 905-679-5300. 

Thank You and looking forward to doing your Membership renewal. 

Harry Hodder, Membership Director 447 Wing 

mailto:447winghamilton@gmail.com
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447(City of Hamilton) Board of Directors 2019 - 2022  

  

 Chairperson     Michael Cuffe   (905) 574-4163 

 1st  Vice Chairperson   Rick Hyslop   (905) 921-3352 

 Secretary 

 Treasurer     Bev Cuffe   (905) 517-6146 

 

 Directors      Mike Curley   (905) 635-0905 

        Harry Hodder   (905) 679-5300 

        Kevin Rupert   (905) 961-7866 

        Joseph Sullivan  (905) 973-3898 

        David Upsdell   (905) 389-9083 

        Robert Wilson   (905) 745-2097 

779 Air Cadet Sponsoring Committee  

 

Chairman:    Fred Hopkinson  (905) 719-4615 

Vice Chairman:   Peter Armstrong  (647) 273-6635 

Treasurer:    John Mayhew   (905) 388-4055 

Secretary:    (Position Vacant) 

Coordinator Screening   Brenda Wilson  (905) 692-5803 

& Registration: 

Member:     Cheryl Jackson-Checkley 

Black Knight Squadron HQ:      (905) 679-6485 

Commanding Officer:   Major Piotr Skrzypczak (905) 220-4588  
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447 (City of Hamilton) Wing  

Past Presidents  

 Aiden Finn CD          (1983)  

 Gord Rowland          (1995 ð1998)  

 Judy Brown          (2000, 2008)  

 6 Presidents served during       (2003 & 2005)  

 Bill Grahlman CD         (2008 - 2017)  

 Jim Hooton CD          (2017 - 2019)  

 

 

 

 

 

 Bill Whiteside          (1962)  

 Russ Newton          (1963,81,91)  

 Jim Robbins CD         (1964 - 65)  

 Carl Whaley CMCD         (1966)  

 Sterling McAllister CD        (1967)  

 Doug Thornewell         (1968)  

 Ken Lenz           (1969, 1975)  

 Bill Carey           (1970)  

 Innes Anderson         (1971)  

 Sid George          (1972)  

 Ken Read           (1973)  

 Bob Hayes          (1974)  

 Bill Thompson          (1976)  

 Rob Gillies          (1977)  

 Nels Smith CD          (1978, 1984)  

 Jack Lightfoot          (1979)  

 Scott Lumsden          (1980)  

 Syd Buckles          (1982)  

 Alex Barrett DFC         (1985)  

 Clare Hansen          (1986, 1994)  

 Harry Rasmussen         (1988 - 89)  

 Bob Hide           (1990)  

 Bill Ryckman          (1992 - 93)  

 Arthur Young          (2004,2006)  

 Harry VanZeben         (1997 - 99,2001 - 02)  

 Frank A. Begley         (2007)  



 13 

Bryon BrownðNov. 2021 

IN MEMORIAM  
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           MISSION STATEMENT  

 

The Royal Canadian Air Force Association of Canada is a national aerospace and  

community service organization to: commemorate the noble achievements of the  
men and women who have served as members of Canadaôs air forces since its in-  

ception; advocate for a proýcient and well equipped air force; and support the  
Royal Canadian Air Cadet programme. 


